Reports of natural disasters, war, and other catastrophic events largely focus on human suffering. In recent years, individuals and organizations have organized to assure that animals also are cared for in disasters. Viewers are gripped by televised images of animals in distress and large animals often have more powerful impacts than small. In his short story Shooting an Elephant, George Orwell (2003) states, ''Somehow it seems worse to kill a large animal.'' Now there is a resource for those who wish to help large animals in danger.
The authors define technical large animal emergency rescue (TLAER) on page ix as ''removal of a large animal from a hazardous environment without causing injury or death to the animal victim or to the rescuers.'' Further, the authors emphasize that the term rescue has been generalized in current usage as saving animals in ''starvation, neglect and abuse scenarios …'' and that is not the focus of this book. Likewise, there is infinite difference between the rescue of a squirrel and a stallion. The expertise and council of the authors in this book is invaluable to the technician tasked with extraction of large animals from perilous environments.
The book is based on 12 years of experience by the authors (all of whom are veterinarians) in teaching these techniques and from practical experience. As part of the National Veterinary Response Team the 2 lead authors have vast practical experience. The authors have used trained and untrained animals to do demonstrations around the globe. Their experiences have then been put to the test in real-life technical large animal emergency rescue events. Primarily modeled on horses, examples include cattle, llamas, and exotic animals.
Organized into 22 chapters, the book 1st gives a background and overview and then leads up to the technical components of technical large animal emergency rescue. Guest contributors add to the depth and quality of the text in later chapters. Readers should be cautioned that some of the images in the text are quite graphic involving the deaths or injuries of animals and people. Most of the more graphic examples are rendered in pencil and therefore somewhat muted in effect. Legends for the illustrations are detailed enough to convey the complexity of the scene. The text is generously illustrated with photographs and pencil drawings.
The early chapters look at the history and purpose of technical large animal emergency rescue. Overview chapters then cover prevention and planning, and control and management of an incident scene. Following these, the text covers a variety of incidents: water and unstable ground, loose animals, trailers, and fires. The truly technical components include transportation, communication, euthanasia, riggings, and lifting techniques, including by helicopter. Again, the quality of descriptions and detail augmented by illustrations is excellent. The final chapter is especially interesting reading because it logs a vast number of actual incidents and their outcomes. Some are comical, some tragic, and some heroic. All are interesting reading. The book concludes with 4 appendices covering communications, equipment, vendors, and training options for technical large animal emergency rescue.
The authors only deal with terrestrial mammals and make no attempt to deal with the unique needs of marine mammals, for example. Likewise, the illustrations focus on livestock animals common to North America with a few illustrations of exotic or zoo-type animals. Little emphasis is placed on rescues of wild animals.
The passion and compassion of individuals committed to technical large animal emergency rescue is made apparent by this text. There is considerable risk to life and limb for those attempting to help large animals in distress. Care and expertise are needed to protect both the animal and the rescuer and minimize risk to both. Individuals committed to this venture are to be applauded and this book is a superb help. 
